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A letter is: a sound that relies on a specific or approximate
articulation point.

An articulation point is: the place where a letter comes
from, when pronouncing it, that differentiates that specific
letter from other letters.

THE DIFFERENT ARTICULATION POINTS

The scholars have laid out 5 major areas that have within them
the different articulation points which are a total of 17.
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CLASSIFICATION OF THE ARTICULATION POINTS

1- Specific articulation point:
Relies on a specific area of the tongue, throat or lips.

Specific articulation points

2- Approximate articulation point:

Does not rely on a specific area of the tongue, throat
or lips.The approximate articulation point applies to the
lengthened letters that come from the empty space in the
throat and mouth.

Approximate articulation point
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17 Articulation points from 5 major areas:

The empty space in the
mouth and throat (Al-Jawf)
has 1 articulation point.

The throat @il has 3
articulation points for
6 letters.

The tongue gLulll has 10
articulation points for
18 letters.

The lips gLidudll has 2
articulation points for
4 |letters.

The nasal cavitypginilihas 1
articulation point for
ghunnah sound.
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1- AL-JAWF | cagall

ORAL CAVITY + THROAT CAVITY

The empty space in the throat
and mouth. It is a place and
an articulation point at the
same time.

The three madd letters
(lengthened letters) originate
from this non-specific area.

These letters end with the
stopping of the sound which
stops with the air.

These letters are:

Ya Madd ¢ Waw Madd 9 Alif Madd !

Ya with sukoon Waw with sukoon Alif with  sukoon
preceded by a letter preceded by a letter preceded by a letter

with kasrah. with  dammah. with fat-hah. o
oy

QURAN SPIRIT

Www.quranspirit.com



MAKHARIJ-UL-HUROOF ) e

2- AL-HALAQ | (glall

THE THROAT

Adnal Halq | Closest Part ( ¢ ) I

Wasatal Halq | Middle Part ( ¢ ¢ )|

Agsal Halq | Farthest Part ( »¢: ) I

The throat has three articulation points for six letters.
They are:

1- Adnal halg (k! 4sf): The closest part.

2- Wasatal halqg (sl=t! lawg): The middle part.

3- Agsal halg (sl owadi): The farthest (deepest) part.

Hamzah ¢, Ha » Ghain§ , Khaa ¢

)y
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-The deepest part of the throat &=l a3l (the farthest
part from the mouth and the closest to the chest) has two
letters articulated from it: = & s.

-The middle part of the throat gl=/l l=9 has two letters
articulated from it: = & ¢

-The closest part of the throat !>l (351 (the closest part
to the mouth) has two letters articulated from it: &7 & ¢
Note:

-When ha » is pronounced, the vocal cords are open.
-When hamza = is pronounced, the vocal cords are closed.

;4?4.‘:43 d_co¢ g
t‘.&.‘& .>-c_>n_éc_
'tc_s'v_c_i: 2 ¢ = c'c

THE THROAT LETTERS WITH THE VOWELS

T‘\‘% _fbc_,gs c_;
gl did
gt CecC

Note:
The letters ¢ & ¢ are from the letters that have
tafkheem, meaning they are heavy letters.
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The lesson of tafkheem and targeeq will be explained

later in more detail.

-Tafkheem: Fattening, thickening

Its applied definition: It is a heaviness that enters the

body of a letter, so that the mouth is filled with its echo.

The method of making a letter have the characteristic of

tafkheem is by:

- Elevating the back of the tongue to the roof of the mouth

(soft palate), creating more space between the roof of the

mouth and the bottom of the mouth.

- Focusing the pressure of the letter towards the roof of

the mouth.

There are two categories of tafkheem:

1-Letters that always have tafkheem. These are the sev-

en letters in the group : (ks ksl 23) L by 2 o ¢

These are called the tafkheem letters (heavy letters).

They differ in terms of the level of tafkheem according to

the letters’ characteristics and the strength or weakness

of these characteristics.

The ranking of these letters from strongest to lightest is:
teedbend

(ue o2 b) are stronger due to the raising of the back of

the tongue to the roof of the mouth along with the
elevation of the tip of the tongue.

WWWw.quranspirit.com
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2.Letters that sometimes have tafkheem and other times
have targeeq:

a) The lengthened alif Lol VI The alif is known to
follow the letter preceding it in tafkheem or targeeq.

b) The 1am ¢ Pronouncing lam in the Exalted Name
of Allah with tafkheem is one of its temporary qualities,
which will be explained in detail later, in sha Allah.

c) The ra I,J! has 8 cases in which it has tafkheem, 4 cas-
es in which it has targeeq and 2 cases that allow either
tafkheem or targeeq.

-The rest of the Arabic letters always have targeeq.
-Tarqeeq: Thinness (lightness) its applied definition: It
is a thinness that enters the body of a letter, so that the
mouth is not filled with its echo.

NV 4
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THE TONGUE
Tongue has ten articulation points distributed over four
areas of the tongue for eighteen letters.

The four areas are:

1-The deepest part or the back of the tongue.

2-The middle part of the tongue.

3-The tip of the tongue.

4-The edges of the tongue

Note: To study the makhraj of the tongue, the learner
must first understand the classification of the teeth.

THE CLASSIFICATION OF THE TEETH

| Central Incisor

|Latera| Incisor
|Canine

|First Molar
|Second Molar

| Second Molar

| First Molar
|Canine
| Lateral Incisor

ip\“-igb | Central Incisor
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THE DEEPEST PART OF THE TONGUE

The letter gaf &

It is from the deepest part of the tongue and what lies
opposite to it of the roof of the mouth (the soft palate).

| izl Lt i
€@ U @y

The letter kaf <

It is from the deepest part of the tongue and what lies
opposite to it of the roof of the mouth (from both the soft
and the hard palate). Bw glaall g ool clizetf an gLl (adi
The kaf is a little under the gaf, meaning closer to the
mouth and farther from the throat.

— WITH THE HARAKAT: FAT-HAH, KASRAH & DAMMAH ——
Sl _& ¢ _}< :'3_ (2 ¢ :;

o
h
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THE MIDDLE OF THE TONGUE

Three letters are articulated from the middle of the

G

tongue:

-

These letters are emitted from the middle of the tongue
and the roof of the mouth that lies opposite to it.
e i) e dsdloms Lo e laal]] Jases (0

— WITH THE HARAKAT: FAT-HAH, KASRAH & DAMMAH ——

-

Sheen Jeemg
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THE SIDE OR EDGE OF THE TONGUE

The letter Dad &

It is articulated from one of the sides or edges of the

tongue and what lies opposite to it of the gums of the

upper molars, left or right. It can also be articulated from
both sides at the same time. tlall gulysll 2 oo Layslm L g oladl) 250>

<&

<&

Lam J The letter Lam J RGNt

This letter’s articulation point is from the nearest part of
the sides of the tongue and the end of its tip and what lies
opposite to it of the gums of the first two upper premo-
lars, the two upper canines, the two upper lateral incisors
and the two upper front incisors. (i.e from the left premo-

lar to the right premolar)
Lebadl Ll &8 (e Logeilms Lo a4yl (i J) oladll AdL> ioT e
o Ll Jf el Ll e (oiicdly ooyl bl cnSimLiadl 2 61)

o
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Its articulation point is the front edges of the tongue,
whereas the ,> is from the posterior edges of the tongue.

—— WITH THE HARAKAT: FAT-HAH, KASRAH & DAMMAH ——

-~ 4 < K
J_c_}_cJ OB (0

Jeded PR P
THE LIGHT AND HEAVY LAM

Light Lam Heavy Lam
- Rules for the Lam in the Name of Allah

1- If there is a fat-hah or dammah before the word Allah
or Allahum, the lam in these two words will be heavy.

2- If there is a kasrah before the word Allah or Allahum,
the lam in these two words will be light.

3- If the reader starts reading with the word Allah or

Allahum, the lam in these two words will be heavy

(pel) (1) .
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THETIP OF THE TONGUE

It has 5 articulation points for 11 letters.

(DD
THE ARTICULATION POINT OF NOON O g
The tip of the tongue is touching the gums @
of the two upper front incisors.
-It is articulated from the tip of the tongue
and what lies opposite to it of the gums of ©/&
the two upper front incisors, slightly be-
neath the articulation point of the lam. It
has the ghunnah (nasalization) during pro-
nunciation which comes from the nasal cav-
ity (p9-2u=dl). Therefore, half of the sound
comes from the mouth (i.e its makhraj) and
the other half from the nasal cavity.
ik Lol 9 el o301 e e cLatall LU 280 (r0 4330m] s g slanddl o
podiedl e
-Note: When the noon is hidden, the articulation point changes from
the tip of the tongue to near the articulation point of the letter that
follows noon sakinah (the letter causing the Ikhfa’ (hiding) of the noon
sakinah). In the case of Idgham (noon sakinah is merged into the letter

following it), it changes its articulation point from the tip of the tongue
to the articulation point of the letter merged into.

——  WITH THE HARAKAT: FAT-HAH, KASRAH & DAMMAH ~ ———

—

~

Noon O

o

Gy
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THE ARTICULATION POINT OF RA
This letter is emitted from the tip of ﬂ_
the tongue with the top of the tip and
what lies opposite to it of the gums of
the two upper front incisors, after the
makhraj of noon.
Lopd il oo dudloms Lo ao s a0 Ll Byl (0
Ol zyse o0
The tip of the tongue needs to strike
the gums to produce this sound
correctly. There should be no trilling
of the tongue when pronouncing this letter.
There is space in the middle of the tip of the tongue allows
part of the sound to exit the mouth when pronouncing ,.
This space also prevents the trilling of the tongue while
pronouncing the letter.
-The letter ra ) sometimes has tafkheem and sometimes

has targeeq depending on its condition, which will be dis-
cussed later.

Ra )

Heavy Ra Light Ra

Www.quranspirit.com
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THE ARTICULATION POINT OF ¥ > &

-These letters are pronounced from the top side of the tip
of the tongue and the gum Iing (root) of the two upper
front incisors. Lelad LN Jgsol ae s yall ladll ik pils (0
-The gum line is exactly where the gum meets the teeth.
This group is called &akidl B9l (An-Nat'eia letters) due
to their articulation point being close to the elevated area
above the gums.

<

-

Ta b Dal > Taw
-Ta is a letter that has tafkheem (heaviness). A far greater
portion of the tongue is raised to the roof of the mouth
when pronouncing this letter and it is the strongest of all

the letters of the Arabic language.
—— WITH THE HARAKAT: FAT-HAH, KASRAH & DAMMAH ——

,E_c_b_/ A Ecécﬁ
- s - s
Socoed 3¢3¢3
o
i e : 4P|ri}
bl S ed P
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THE ARTICULATION POINT OF 35 3 &

-These letters are articulated from between the tip of the
tongue (from the top side of the tip) and the edges of the
two upper front incisors. Leladt LU Gl boT an ¢y luaddl 8yl
- Care should be taken to make sure the top side of the tip
is really colliding or separating (depending whether the
letter is sakin or voweled) with the edges of the teeth and
not the plates of the teeth.

O O

-

Dha b Dhal 3 Tha &
The letter dha ( &) is one of the tafkheem (heavy) letters

- A great portion of the tongue is elevated to the roof of
the mouth, making the letter sound heavy.

-These three letters are grouped as aglll Byl because
their articulation point is somewhat close to the gums.

— WITH THE HARAKAT: FAT-HAH, KASRAH & DAMMAH ———

‘E_c_k_: c_ﬁ ‘Ec‘%c‘ﬁ
< . 2 . 2
\f J_(./)_GJ JC_/)CJ
QP"‘"‘ Z : 2 Z R 2
N (G S S oo
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THE ARTICULATION POINT OF (v o )

These three letters are articulated from the tip of the
tongue and the plates of the two lower incisors. The sound
passes above the two lower incisors, between the upper
and lower incisors. There is a little space left between the
tip of the tongue and the plates of the teeth when pro-
nouncing these letters.
Tole Ledgd (oo ciguall zyded (id| LUl A ol dmidial) Jad pe oladdl )b (giie
i g Leladl LU o
-Note that the term “plate” refers to the long axis of the
tooth and in this case, the long axis that is on the internal
side, rather than the external side of the teeth.
-These letters are called “Al-Asliah letters” aduwd g,
due to their articulation point coming from the point-
ed tip of the tongue. They are also called letters of
“As-Safeer” nasall, which means “whistle”, because of the
whistle sound that is produced when they are emitted
correctly.

© © O

o

N

Seen

sad o
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- The letter sad (ye) is one of the tafkheem (heavy)
letters and also has the characteristic of adhering. If it is

not made heavy enough, it sounds just like, or very close
to, a u~.

— WITH THE HARAKAT: FAT-HAH, KASRAH & DAMMAH ——

5

L),:h‘_y:_‘_yu L};‘w‘&

o | e

z 3 T, ., 4
J_‘Z_‘) )62‘)
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4- ASH-SHAFATAN | licuiul
(THE TWO LIPS

The letter Fa &

1-The fa is articulated from the
inside of the lower lip and the tip
(edges) of the two front incisors.

el QLN B dal e i) daddl ol oy

The letter Ba ©

2-The ba is articulat-
ed by closing the two lips
together with a stron-
ger closing than the meem.
Pressing the two lips to-
gether and releasing them
produces the letter ba.

Logany e i adl Blabasty
— WITH THE HARAKAT: FAT-HAH, KASRAH & DAMMAH —

- 8 P s
e _¢_Qa _¢_29 el

-~ 5 -~ s
. [ e

Www.quranspirit.com

——
QURAN SPIRIT




21 )
MAKHARIJ-UL-HUROOF ) e

The letter Meem p :
3-The meem is articulated by ( .
closing the two lips together, with v

o~
a ghunnah (nasalization) from the
nasal cavity.
podiell (oo Bk eI camliad g cath ! Bliaily l
-Part of the sound is from the lips
Meem p l

and the other part is nasal.

The letter Waw 9

4-The Waw Opening the lips
slightly and forming an “0” shape

produces the un-lengthened waw.

The un-lengthened waw s
articulated by forming a circle of

the two lips.

o2 Lo A58 oLy ao p LY Jf (nndddf ploasly  Waw 9

Sgall Lo
— WITH THE HARAKAT: FAT-HAH, KASRAH & DAMMAH ——

-

s
r_‘_,?_‘_,é (4 ¢
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5- AL-KHAYSHOOM | pguiall eailll aygail

THE NASAL CAVITY

The Nasal Cavity (Passage):

-The hole in the nose that continues back towards the in-
side of the mouth or the passage that extends from the
nostrils towards the inside of the mouth.

-1t is an approximate makhraj.

-Ghunnah is articulated from this place.

Ghunnah is a nasal sound, not a letter, that comes from
the nasal cavity without any involvement of the tongue. If
you hold your nose closed, you will not be able to produce
the ghunnah sound. The letters noon v and meem ¢ that
have this associated sound are not articulated from the
nose.

Ghunnah is a characteristic of noon and meem and is
more obvious when they have a shaddah on them.
The strength of the ghunnah differs according to the rule
applied when pronouncing noon and meem.
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